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AMENDMENTS TO THE CLAIMS 

1 . (PREVIOUSLY PRESENTED) A method for configuring a point-of-sale terminal 
for use in connection with a merchant account, comprising the steps of; 

during an on-line session with an applicant for a merchant account, 

receiving information from the applicant completing an application for the 
merchant account, 

receiving information from the applicant selecting a point-of-sale terminal for 
use in connection with the merchant account, 

based on the received information, determining terms and conditions 
applicable to the applicant's merchant account upon acceptance; 

displaying such determined terms and conditions to the applicant relating to 
the administration of the merchant account, and 

receiving an indication of acceptance of the terms and conditions from the 

applicant; 

in response to the indication of acceptance of the terms and conditions from the 
applicant and during the on-line session, generating identification information associated with 
the merchant account and the point of sale terminal, the identification information comprising 
a merchant ID (MID) and a terminal ID (TID); 

during the online session, configuring an account file for administration of the 
merchant account with the identification information; and 

configuring the selected point of sale terminal with the identification information from 
the account file, 

2. (ORIGINAL) The method of Claim 1, wherein the terms and conditions include a 
fee schedule for services relating to the administration of the merchant account. 

3. (ORIGINAL) The method of Claim I, wherein the step of configuring the point of 
sale terminal with the identification information comprises the steps of: 

programming the point of sale terminal with the identification information; and 
shipping the point of sale terminal to the applicant. 
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4. (PREVIOUSLY PRESENTED) The method of Claim 1, wherein the step of 
configuring the point of sale terminal with the identification Information comprises the steps 
of: 

receiving a telephone directory number associated with a point of sale terminal 
already in possession of the applicant; 

placing a telephone call to the directory number associated with the point of sale 
terminal already in possession of the applicant; and 

repfogramming the point of sale terminal already in possession of the applicant with 
the identification information during the telephone call. 

5. (ORIGINAL) The method of Claim 1, further comprising the steps o£ during the 
on line session; 

determining a credit risk score for the application; and 

based on the credit risk score, establishing the terms and conditions for the merchant 
account. 

6. (ORIGINAL) The method of Claim 1> further comprising the steps of, during the 
on line session; 

determining a credit risk score for the application; 

based on the credit risk score, determining whether to accept the application; and 
automatically transmitting an e-mail message to notify the applicant whether the 
application has been accepted. 

7. (ORIGINAL) The method of Claim 1, further comprising the step of, during the on 
line session, electronically issuing a visitation order requesting a physical visit to the premises 
of the applicant to verify that the applicant is conducting a type of business stated in the 
application. 

8. (ORIGINAL) The method of Claim 1, wherein the step of receiving information 
from the applicant completing an application for the merchant account further comprises the 
steps of: 
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prompting the user to enter business contact information; 
prompting the user to enter business premises information; 
prompting the user to enter business sales data; and 
prompting the user to enter business owner information. 

9. (PREVIOUSLY PRESENTED) The method of Claim 1, wherein the step of 
receiving information from the applicant completing an application for the merchant account 
further comprises the step of prompting the user to provide information relating to fUndlng for 
the charges associated with administering the merchant account. 

10. (ORIGINAL) The method of Claim 1, wherein the step of receiving information 
from the applicant selecting a point of sale terminal for use in connection with the merchant 
account further comprises the steps of: 

displaying a menu of point of sale terminal options; 
displaying a view control item in association with each option; 
receiving a user command selecting a particular view control item; and 
displaying an image depicting the point of sale terminal associated with the selected 
view control item, 

1 1 . (ORIGINAL) The method of Claim 1, further comprising the steps of: 
receiving a business type designation from the applicant; 

determining a business risk category associated with the business type designation; 

and 

implementing risk adjustment measures based on the business risk category associated 
with the business type designation* 

12. (ORIGINAL) The method of Claim 11, wherein the step of implementing risk 
adjustment measures based on the business risk category associated with the business type 
designation further comprises the steps of: 

displaying a menu of risk adjustment measures; 
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receiving a user command from the applicant indicating a preferred risk adjustment 
selection; and 

implementing the risk adjustment measures based on the preferred risk adjustment 
selection. 

13. (ORIGINAL) The method of Claim 1U wherein the step of implementing risk 
adjustment measures based on the business category associated with the business type 
designation farther comprises the steps of: 

determining a reserve requirement; 
displaying the reserve requirement to the applicant; and 
receiving a user command from the applicant accepting the reserve requirement* 

14. (ORIGINAL) The method of Claim 11, wherein the step of implementing risk 
adjustment measures based on the business risk category associated with the business type 
designation further comprises the steps of: 

determining a risk adjusted fee schedule; 

displaying the risk adjusted fee schedule to the applicant; and 

receiving a user command from the applicant accepting the risk adjusted fee schedule. 

15. (CANCELED) Tho method of Claim 1, wherein the stops of the method aro 
expr es s e d ao oomput e r e x e cutable instructions stored on a comput e r - r e adabl e m e dium. - 

16. (PREVIOUSLY CANCELLED) 

17. (PREVIOUSLY PRESENTED) A method for configuring a point of sale terminal 
for use in connection with a merchant account, comprising the steps o£ during an on line 
session with an applicant for a merchant account: 

receiving information from the applicant completing an application for the merchant 
account including business contact information, business premises information, business sales 
data, business owner information, and information relating to funding for the charges 
associated with administering the merchant account; 
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displaying a menu of point of sale terminal options, displaying a view control item in 
associated with each option, receiving a user command selecting a particular view control 
item, and displaying an image depicting the point of sale terminal associated with the selected 
view control item; 

receiving information from the applicant selecting a point of sale terminal for use in 
connection with the merchant account including: 

determining a credit risk score the application; 

based on the credit risk score, determining terms and conditions applicable to the 
applicant if accepted including a fee schedule for the merchant account; 

displaying the determined terms and conditions to the applicant relating to the 
administration of the merchant account; 

receiving an indication of acceptance of the terms and conditions from the applicant; 

generating identification information associated with the merchant account and the 
point of sale terminal; 

configuring an account file for administration of the merchant account with the 
identification information; and 

electronically issuing a visitation order requesting a physical visit to the premises of 
the applicant to verify that the applicant is conducting a type of business stated in the 
application. 

18. (ORIGINAL) The method of Claim 17, further comprising the steps of, either 
during or subsequent to the on line session; 

programming the point of sale terminal with the identification information; and 
shipping the point of sale terminal to the applicant. 

19, (PREVIOUSLY PRESENTED) The method of Claim 17, further comprising the 
steps of, either during or subsequent to the on line session: 

receiving a telephone directory number associated with a point of sale terminal 
already in possession of the applicant; 

placing a telephone call to the telephone directory number associated with the point of 
sale terminal already in possession of the applicant; and 
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reprogramming the point of sale terminal already in possession of the applicant with 
the identification information during the telephone call. 

20. (CANCELED) Tho m e thod of Claim 17, whoroin - th e st e ps of the m e thod are 
oxprooood as computer e xecutable instruction!) stored on a a omput e r - r e adablo medium, 

21. (PREVIOUSLY CANCELLED) 

22. (PREVIOUSLY PRESENTED) A method for configuring a point of sale terminal 
for use in connection with a merchant account, comprising the steps of, during an on line 
session with an applicant for a merchant account; 

receiving a business type designation from the applicant; 

determining a business risk category associated with rhe business type designation; 

based on the business risk category associated with the business type designation, 
determining risk adjustment measures comprising a reserve requirement and a risk adjusted 
fee schedule for services related to administration of the merchant account; 

displaying terms and conditions relating to the risk adjustment measures; 

receiving an indication of acceptance of the lerms and conditions from the applicant; 

generating identification information associated with the merchant account and the 
point of sale terminal, the identification information comprising a merchant ID (MID) and a 
terminal ID (TID) associated with a selected point-of-sale terminal; 

configuring an account file for administration of the merchant account with the 
identification information and the risk adjustment measures; and 

configuring the selected point-of-sale terminal with the identification information. 

23. (ORIGINAL) The method of Claim 22, further comprising the steps of, either 
during or subsequent to the on line session: 

receiving information from the applicant selecting a point-of-sale terminal for use in 
connection with the merchant account; and 

configuring the point-of-sale terminal with the identification information. 
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24, (CANCELLED) Tho method of Claim 22, wher e in th e st e ps of th e m e thod ar e 
e xpress e d as computer OKeoutaMo - in s trucrions stored on a computer r e adabl e med-kun. 

25. (PREVIOUSLY CANCELLED) 

26. (PREVIOUSLY PRESENTED) A computer-controlled apparatus for configuring 
a point-of-sale terminal for use in connection with a merchant account during an on-line 
session with an applicant for the merchant account, comprising: 

means for receiving information from the applicant completing an application for the 
merchant account; 

means for receiving information from the applicant selecting a point-of-sale terminal 
for use in connection with the merchant account; 

means for determining terms and conditions applicable to the applicant's merchant 
account based on the received information; 

means for sending such determined terms and conditions to the applicant for display 
relating to the administration of the merchant account; 

means for receiving an indication of acceptance of the terms and conditions from the 
applicant; 

means responsive to the indication of acceptance of the terms and conditions from the 
applicant during the on-line session for generating identification information associated with 
the merchant account and the point-of-sale terminal, the identification information 
comprising a merchant ID (MID) and a terminal ID (TTD); 

means for configuring an account file for administration of the merchant account with 
the identification information during the on-line session; and 

means for configuring the selected point-of-sale terminal with the identification 
information. 

27, (ORIGINAL) The apparaius of Claim 26, wherein the terms and conditions 
include a fee schedule for services relating to the administration of the merchant account 
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28. (PREVIOUSLY PRESENTED) The apparatus of Claim 26, wherein The point-of- 
sale terminal is programmed with the identification information by the configuring means and 
then shipped to the applicant. 

29. (PREVIOUSLY PRESENTED) The apparatus of Claim 26, wherein the point-of- 
sale terminal is already in possession of the applicant and is configured by the configuring 
means remotely by a telephone call to a telephone directory number associated with the point- 
of-sale terminal to reprogram the point-of-sale terminal with the identification information 
during the telephone call. 

30. (PREVIOUSLY PRESENTED) The apparatus of Claim 26, further including 
means for determining a credit risk score for the application and based on the credit risk score 
establishing the terms and conditions for the merchant account. 

31. (PREVIOUSLY PRESENTED) The apparatus of Claim 26, including means for 
determining a credit risk score to determine whether to accept the application; and 

means for automatically transmitting an e-mail message to notify the applicant 
whether the application has been accepted. 

32- (PREVIOUSLY PRESENTED) The apparatus of Claim 26, including means for 
electronically issuing a visitation order requesting a physical visit to the premises of the 
applicant to verify that the applicant is conducting a type of business stated in the application. 

33. (PREVIOUSLY PRESENTED) The apparatus of Claim 26, including: 
means for prompting the user to enter business contact information; 
means for prompting the user to enter business premises information; 
means for prompting the user to enter business sales data; and 
means for prompting the user to enter business owner information. 
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34. (PREVIOUSLY PRESENTED) The apparatus of Claim 26, including means for 
prompting the user to provide information relating to funding for the charges associated with 
administering the merchant account. 

35. (PREVIOUSLY PRESENTED) The apparatus of Claim 26, including; 

means for sending a menu of point-of-sale terminal options to the applicant for 
display; 

means for sending a view control item in association with each option; 
means for receiving a user command selecting a particular view control item; and 
means for sending an image depicting the point-of-sale terminal associated with the 
selected view control item to the applicant for display. 

36* (PREVIOUSLY PRESENTLY) The apparatus of Claim 26, including: 
means for receiving a business type designation from the applicant; 
means for determining a business risk category associated with the business type 
designation; and 

means for implementing risk adjustment measures based on the business risk category 
associated with the business type designation. 

37. (PREVIOUSLY PRESENTED) The apparatus of Claim 36, further including: 
means for sending a menu of risk adjustment measures to the applicant for display; 
means for receiving a user command from the applicant indicating a preferred risk 

adjustment selection; and 

means for implementing the risk adjustment measures based on the preferred risk 
adjustment selection. 

38. (PREVIOUSLY PRESENTED) The apparatus a Claim 36, funher including: 
means for determining a reserve requirement; 

means for sending the reserve requirement to the applicant for display; and 
means for receiving a user command from the applicant accepting the reserve 
requirement. 
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39. (PREVIOUSLY PRESENTED) The apparatus of Claim 36, farther including: 
means for determining a risk-adjusted fee schedule; 

means for sending the risk-adjusted fee schedule to the applicant for display; and 
means for receiving a user command from the applicant accepting the risk-adjusted 
fee schedule. 

40. (PREVIOUSLY PRESENTED) A computer-controlled apparatus for configuring 
a point-of-sale terminal for use in connection with a merchant account during an on-line 
session with an applicant for a merchant account comprising: 

means for receiving information from the applicant completing an application for the 
merchant account including business contact information, business premises information, 
business sales data, business owner information, and information relating to funding for the 
charges associated with administering the merchant account; 

means for sending a menu of point-of-sale terminal options and display a view control 
item in association with each option to the applicant for display; 

means for receiving a user command selecting a particular view control item; 

means for sending an image depicting the point-of-sale terminal associated with the 
selected view control item to the applicant for display; 

means for receiving information from the applicant selecting a point-of-sale terminal 
for use in connection with the merchant account including; 

means for determining a credit risk score for the application; 

means for determining the terms and conditions applicable to the applicant's merchant 
account including a fee schedule for the merchant account based on the credit risk score; 

means for sending the determined terms and conditions to the applicant for display 
relating to the administration of the merchant account; 

means for receiving an indication of acceptance of the terms and conditions from the 
applicant; 

means for generating identification information associated with the merchant account 
and the selected point-of-sale terminal; 
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means for configuring an account file for administration of the merchant account with 
the identification information; and 

means for electronically issuing a visitation order requesting a physical visit to the 
premises of the applicant to verify that the applicant is conducting a type of business stated in 
the application. 

41. (PREVIOUSLY PRESENTED) The apparatus of Claim 40, wherein the point-of- 
sale terminal is programmed with the identification information by the configuring means and 
shipped to the applicant. 

42. (PREVIOUSLY PRESENTED) The apparatus of Claim 40, wherein the point-of- 
sale terminal is already in possession of the applicant and is configured by the configuring 
means remotely by a telephone call to a telephone directory number associated with the point- 
of-sale terminal to reprogram the point-of-sale terminal with the identification information 
during the telephone call. 

43. (PREVIOUSLY PRESENTED) A computer-controlled apparatus for configuring 
a point-of-sale terminal for use in connection with a merchant account during an on-line 
session with an applicant for a merchant account comprising; 

means for receiving a business type designation from the applicant; 
means for determining a business risk category associated with the business type 
designation; 

means for determining risk adjustment measures comprising a reserve requirement 
and a risk-adjusted fee schedule for services related to administration of the merchant account 
based on the business risk category associated with the business type designation; 

means for sending terms and conditions relating to the risk adjustment measures to the 
applicant for display; 

means for receiving an indication of acceptance of the terms and conditions from the 
applicant; 
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means for generating identification information associated with the merchant account 
and the point-of-sale terminal, the identification information comprising a merchant ID (MID) 
and a terminal ID (TTD) associated with a selected point-of-sale terminal; 

means for configuring an account file for administration of the merchant account with 
the identification information and the risk adjustment measures during the on-line session; 
and 

means for configuring the selected point-of-sale terminal with the identification 
information from the account file. 

44. (PREVIOUSLY PRESENTED) The apparatus of Claim 43, including: 

means for receiving information from the applicant selecting a point-of-sale terminal 
for use in connection with the merchant account; and 

means for configuring the point-of-sale terminal with the identification information. 

45. (PREVIOUSLY PRESENTED) The method of Claim 1, wherein the information 
from the applicant selecting a point-of-sale terminal for use in connection with the merchant 
account comprises selecting from a new terminal for the applicant or an existing terminal 
already in possession of the applicant. 

46. (PREVIOUSLY PRESENTED) The apparatus of Claim 26, wherein the 
information from the applicant selecting a point-of-sale terminal for use in connection with 
the merchant account comprises selecting from a new terminal for the applicant or an existing 
terminal already in possession of the applicant. 

47. (CANCELED) A cystem for enabling a m e rchant to apply for a cr e dit card 
proc es sing aooount uaing tho Internet to open a oredit card pro oe ooing account with a third 
party provider for the third party provider to - process orodit card - orders made by customers 
with th e morohont, th e syotom comprising: 

— — a computer browser in communication with tho Internet; 

- an - Ifit e m e t information sorvor in communication with tho - oomputer browser over tho 

Internet, tho Internet information server providing HTML pag e s on th e computor brows e r for 
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a m e rchant to submit - orod i t oard processing account application information to th e Int e rnet 
information oorvor, wh e r e in th e submitted - credit oard processing account information 
includes credit ch e ck and score information, said cr e dit oh e ok and s e or e information being in 
the Internet information serv e r; and 

— a processor in communication with tho Internet information - server to proc es s th e 

credit card prooosfliftg - aocount information to determine whether to - grant the m e rchant a 
cr e dit card - processing account with th e thiid ^ arty - provider, wher e in a det e rmination to grant 
the morohant a credit card processing account with - the third party provid e r comprises 
assigning Q - merchant id e ntifi e r (MID) and a terminal id e ntifi e r (T1D) to point of sal e (POS ) 
equipm e nt to b e utilized by - th e m e rchant in proc e ssing credit oard ordoroj - ond 'S toring - a 
features of service for th e cr e dit card prooossing account including th e MID and TIB in a 
master account fil e associat e d w i th tho merchant in tho processor; 

the - processor b e ing operativ e to provid e th e assign e d MBD and TED from th e mast e r 

account file for use in configuring - th e POS e quipm e nt in a POS equipment configuration 
op e ration, 

48. (CANCELED) The systom * o£olaim 4 7, wher e in th e POS e quipment configuration 
e poration compris e s utilizing on - export - system to assist a t e chnician in configuring POS 
equi p ment by displaying said assigned -MID and TIB to th e t e chnician in conn e ction with 
configuring tho POS equipm e nt prior to shipm e nt of said POS equipment to tho merchant 

49. (CANCELED) The sy s t e m of claim 47, whoroin tho - PQS - oquipment - oon figuration 
o peration comprises placing a telephone call to e xisting PO S e quipm e nt and r e programming 
said e xisting POS equipment with said as s ign e d MID and TIB: 

50. (CANCELED) A method fcr - enobling a - m e rchant to apply for a cr e dit card 
prooossing account using tho Intornot to opon - Q - cr e dit - card proc e ssing account with a third 
party provid e r for th e third party provider to process e f cdivoard " 0rdo i t » - made - by - oustomer3 
with the m e rchant, th e method compri s ing: 

providing a comput e r brows e r in oommuft ie ation -w ith tho Intornot} 
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providing on Internet informatjon servo * in oommunioarioii with th e comput e r browse? 

ovor tho Intomot; 

browsing th e Intomot - with th e computer browser to receive HTML pagos from tho 

Int e rnot information s egvefj 

ontoring orodit card pro oe ooing account information of a merchant into th e HTML 

pages to s ubmit th e credit cord - proc e ssing account information t e tho Intern e t informati e n 
sorvort wherein th e submitt e d credit card p roc e ssing aooount information includes orodit 
chocic and scor e information, said orodit ohock and s ooro information b e ing in th e Internet 
iuf u j i uation s e rv e r; 

p roviding a processor in communication with tho Intern e t information server; 

procossing tho cr e dit card proce ss ing aooount information whh tho processor to 

determin e wheth e r to grant tho m e rchant a credit card proc e ssing account with th e third party 
provider, wherein a determination to grant the morohant a orodit card proc e ssing aooount with 
t ho - th i rd party p rovider oompriaofl - assigning a morohant id e ntifier (MID) and o - tormlnal 
i dentifi e r (TED) to point of salo (PO S ) e quipm e nt to bo utilized by th e merchant in procossing 
of odit - oard ord e rs ? 

storing features of rervi e o for th e credit card prooossing account including tho MID 

and TIB in a master account filo qfiflociat e d with tho morohant in th e proc e ssor; and 

p roviding tho oocign e d MID and TIB from tho master aooount fil e for u se - in 

configuring tho POS equipment in a POS e quipment configuration op e ration. 

51, (CANCELED) Tho mothod of claim 50, whoroin the POS e quipment 
configuration operation comprises utilizing - on e xp e rt systo w- to- assi s t a t e ohnioian in 
configuring POS oquipmont by displaying said assign e d MID and TIB to th e t e chnician in 
connection with configuring th e POS equipment prior to shipment of said POS e quipm e nt to 
t h ft^orohant. 

52. (CANCELED) Tho mothod of claim 50, whoroin tho POS equipment 
configuration op e ration comprises - placing a tolophono oall to e xisting POS e quipm e nt and 
roprogramming said exi s ting POS oquipmont - with said assigned MID and TIP? 
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53. (NEW) A computer-readable storage medium containing a set of instructions for a 
computer for implementing a method for configuring a point-of-sale terminal for use in 
connection with a merchant account, the method comprising the steps of: 

during an on-line session with an applicant for a merchant account, 

receiving information from the applicant completing an application for the 
merchant account, 

receiving information from the applicant selecting a point-of-sale terminal for 
use in connection with the merchant account, 

based on the received information, determining terms and conditions 
applicable to the applicant's merchant account upon acceptance; 

displaying such determined terms and conditions to the applicant relating to 
the administration of the merchant account, and 

receiving an indication of acceptance of the terms and conditions from the 

applicant; 

in response to Uie indication of acceptance of the terms and conditions from the 
applicant and during the on-line session, generating identification information associated with 
the merchant account and die point of sale terminal, the identification information comprising 
a merchant ID (MID) and a terminal ID (TID); 

during the online session, configuring an account file for administration of the 
merchant account with the identification information; and 

configuring the selected point of sale terminal with the identification information from 
the account file. 

54. (NEW) A computer-readable storage medium containing a set of instructions for 
a computer for implementing a method for configuring a point-of-sale terminal for use in 
connection with a merchant account, during an on line session with an applicant for a 
merchant account, the method comprising the steps of: 

receiving information from the applicant completing an application for the merchant 
account including business contact information, business premises information, business sales 
data, business owner information, and infoimation relating to funding for the charges 
associated with administering the merchant account; 
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displaying a menu of point of sale terminal options, displaying a view control item in 
associated with each option, receiving a user command selecting a particular view control 
item, and displaying an image depicting the point of sale terminal associated with the selected 
view control item; 

receiving information from the applicant selecting a point of sale terminal for use in 
connection with the merchant account including: 

determining a credit risk score the application; 

based on the credit risk score, determining terms and conditions applicable to the 
applicant if accepted including a fee schedule for the merchant account; 

displaying the determined terras and conditions to the applicant relating to the 
administration of the merchant account; 

receiving an indication of acceptance of the terms and conditions from the applicant; 

generating identification information associated with the merchant account and the 
point of sale terminal; 

configuring an account file for administration of the merchant account with the 
identification information; and 

electronically issuing a visitation order requesting a physical visit to the premises of 
the applicant to verify that the applicant is conducting a type of business stated in the 
application. 

55. (NEW) A computer-readable storage medium containing a set of instructions for 
a computer for implementing a method for configuring a point-of-sale terminal for use in 
connection with a merchant account, during an on line session with an applicant for a 
merchant account, the method comprising the steps of: 

receiving a business type designation from the applicant; 

determining a business risk category associated with the business type designation; 

based on the business risk category associated with the business type designation, 
determining risk adjustment measures comprising a reserve requirement and a risk adjusted 
fee schedule for services related to administration of the merchant account; 

displaying terms and conditions relating to the risk adjustment measures; 

receiving an indication of acceptance of the terms and conditions from the applicant; 
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generating identification information associated with the merchant account and the 
point of sale terminal, the identification information comprising a merchant ID (MID) and a 
terminal ID (TID) associated with a selected point-of-sale terminal; 

configuring an account file for administration of the merchant account with the 
identification information and the risk adjustment measures; and 

configuring the selected point-of-sale terminal with the identification information. 
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